M. ANGELO AND VICTORIA COLONNA

The meaning, so tacitly conveyed, seems to be
that Michael Angelo had merely sent his sketch
for her approval, intending to have it executed by
one of his workmen, but that Vittoria valued it too
much to allow it again out of her hands, delicately
hinting that no hand but the master's own could
safely be entrusted to model it.

A second letter refers to the drawing of Christ
upon the Cross supported by two angels:

" Your works forcibly stimulate the judgment
of all who look at them. My study of them made
me speak of adding goodness to things perfect
in themselves, and I have seen now that ' all is
possible to him who believes.5 I had the greatest
faith in God that He would bestow upon you
supernatural grace for the making of this Christ.
When I came to examine it, I found it so marvellous
that it surpasses all my expectations. Wherefore,
emboldened by your miracles, I conceived a great
desire for that which I now see marvellously
accomplished. I mean that the design is in all
parts perfect and consummate, and one could not
desire more, nor could desire attain to demanding so
much. I tell you that I am mighty pleased that
the angel on the right hand is by far the fairer,
since Michael will place you, Michaelangelo, upon
the right hand of our Lord at that last day.
Meanwhile, I do not know how else to serve you
than by making orisons to this sweet Christ, whom
you have drawn so well and exquisitely, and praying
you to hold me yours to command as yours in all
and for all."
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